My War Memories, 1914-1918
by frontal and flanking attacks. Whilst at Tannenberg we took over 90,000 prisoners, we could now only count 45,000, But-whatever could have been done under the circumstances had been accomplished.
As a matter of fact, Rennenkampf does not seem to have ever intended a serious stand. At any rate, he began his retreat very early in the operations and marched at night. Our airmen did certainly note the course of some retreating columns, but their reports were too vague. The Russian knew how to conduct retreats and move masses of troops without using the roads.
Our continuous movements, combined with the ever-present menace of envelopment, drove the retreating Russian Army before us so quickly that they crossed the Niemen in a state of dissolution. For the next few weeks they need not be regarded as first-class fighting material, unless the Russians should reinforce them with fresh troops.
The battle of the Masurian Lakes has not received the recognition it deserves. It was a decisive engagement, ambitiously planned and carefully executed against an extraordinary numerical superiority, It was attended with grave risks, but the enemy did not realize his strength. He did not even attempt to fight it out, but withdrew so very hastily that, under our pressure, the retreat assumed the character of flight.
Away from the main battle-field the 3rd Reserve Division, under their energetic leader, General von Morgen, and von der Goltz's Landwehr Division had fought a very successful action against a superior enemy force near Bialla on September 8th, and then beaten the reinforcements which were brought up. In so doing they had removed a grave source of danger to the army fighting further north. General von der Goltz was held up outside Osowiec. General von Morgen took Augustovo and Suwalki after heavy fighting. The intention of the Grand Duke Nicholas to relieve the pressure on Rennenkampf from that quarter was frustrated.
On September I3th the battle was practically over.
On that day the situation was roughly as follows:
Fortress garrisons under General von Miihlmann at Mlawa.
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